
Historic Maps and Foundations

Archaeologists are working to expose the foundations and other features related to buildings that were present on the Newman Park
property in the past. Research suggests that the land was created out of tidal mud flats by the end of the 18th century.  Historically, the
property included a mid-18th century wharf, late 18th century tannery, and dwellings dating to the 19th and early 20th centuries. One
method archaeologists use to understand what they are finding is to compare what was found to historic maps.

In the mid-19th century, the Sanborn Map Company began producing detailed maps of urban areas for fire insurance companies.
Sanborn maps of the property dating to 1885, 1897, 1903, 1908, and 1921 are on file at the Library of Congress.  Some of the brick
foundations seem to correlate to buildings on the maps. Other features are unexpected and may be earlier or more minor structures.
Artifacts recovered from around the features will help date the buildings.

Archaeologists uncovered the brick foundation of a house that
was shown on the 1885 Sanborn map, along with an addition
added by 1897. Artifacts from the top layers within the
foundation date to the late 19th to early 20th century, while
artifacts from lower layers date to the 18th to early 19th century.
This may indicate the building, or another occupation, was
present before the earliest available maps. 
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Several brick walls uncovered closer to Compromise Street likely
represent the rear additions of a duplex building. The building
appears on an 1878 Hopkins map and the later Sanborn maps. The
rear additions are mapped differently on each Sanborn map,
suggesting repeated modifications and repairs took place. This is
reflected in the archaeological record as parallel walls appear to
have been built at different times. 
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Some features found outside of the mapped buildings: a brick walkway, wood posts, a ceramic utility pipe, and a brick pier or wall on
a different alignment than other features.
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